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Acadia First Nation was happy to host the first night 
of the Ulnooweg Digital Mi?kmaq Engineering Club 
at the Rose Purdy Recreation and Community 
Centre. The Engineering Club is a program being 
run by Ulnooweg to help define and refine the 
valuable skills that our aboriginal youth will need 
moving forward in the workplace. This program, as 
well as more to follow, will focus on strengthen our 
youth in fields (like engineering, graphic design and 

other technical field) which are generally not developed in our community and afford them with 
options which they may have missed without exposure. 

The engineering club was crafted for aboriginal youth grades 4 ? 8, although some in 
attendance were younger. The group of youth included about nine eager individuals. All of 
them came with great spirits and an excitement to 
learn. Each one participated in the various task as 
the Ulnooweg Digital Mi?kmaq team aided any youth 
in need as they worked away at the puzzles and 
tasks that were presented to them. The Ulnooweg 
team provided a lot of knowledge to the participants 
throughout the session. 

The Digital Mi?kmaw Engineering Club will be 
continuing throughout the summer on Mondays. We 
will be meeting again on Monday June 24, 2019 at 
6:00 pm. If you have any children who are interested in attending, please come out and join us.

DIGITAL MI'KMAQ BRINGS ENGINEERING 
CLUB TO AFN



A LETTER FROM LEAH CREASER
My name is Leah Creaser, I am 24 and I currently a student at 
Acadia University. My plan is to finish my Bachelor of Science in 
Biology and then continue on to Veterinary School at the Atlantic 
Veterinary College. If my curiosity was to steer me into another 
direction, I can see it taking me to Memorial University of 
Newfoundland to obtain a Master?s in marine biology. I have 
recently been offered a position as a Rep Officer on the student 
council of Indigenous Students of Acadia, in which I accepted. As 
an individual of Acadia First Nation I plan to represent our band 
with pride at school. I will be able to work within a knowledgeable 
council of other Indigenous students that attend Acadia University. 
A personal goal of mine is to learn and extend traditional 
knowledge to Indigenous youth and educate non-indigenous 
youth. I would like to reach as many people as possible and also 
make it easier for Indigenous youth to feel comfortable in a 
university setting. Personally, it was a struggle to even picture 
myself at a university. When I started at Acadia I lived off campus 
and didn?t know anyone. I found myself wondering if there were any other Indigenous students 
on campus or if I was alone. That feeling of being alone I wouldn?t want anyone to experience 
when they are trying to further themselves. It gave me a sense of depreciation within myself. I 
eventually got emails from the Indigenous Society that welcomed any Indigenous students to 
come to a meet and greet. I didn?t go because I didn?t know if I would be welcomed because as I 
had no traditional knowledge myself, all I knew was from research that I did on my own. I felt 
almost embarrassed. Finally, an email came out saying that the President was looking for two 
Indigenous students to be a part of the ISSA council. I worked up the courage to reach out to 
both the Coordinator and President to see what this was all about. They both encouraged me to 
attend a meeting the society was having so, I went. I felt relief from the minute I walked through 
the door. I was welcomed in as if I was already a part of the society. To be able to sit within other 
Indigenous students and listen to the ideas, events, goals, and plans for the future, I knew I 
needed to be a part of it. I realized that I am who I am, and I don?t want anyone to feel the way I 
did going into a university. Being a part of ISSA will give me the opportunity to assist in creating 
events on campus that students can attend to stay in touch with their culture and learn more 
traditions while attending school. Which leads to my goal for encouragement of education in 
Indigenous communities and to learn and teach as many traditions as I can! In the future it 
would be great to be able to see more Indigenous youth proving stereotypes wrong while being 
the best they individually can without fear or discouragement. ISSA has made me feel like that is 
possible at Acadia University. It comes down to our traditional knowledge is what we as 
Indigenous people are, and I refuse to not learn and pass it through generations because my 
family was stripped of it. Educating while getting an education. -Leah Creaser



MI?KMAW MOONS LANGUAGE 
VIDEOS
The Mi?kmaw Moons Project has created a series of very 
short videos teaching viewers how to spell and sound out 
the names of the Moon Times in the Mi?kmaw language, 
along with their meaning in English, and when to look for 
the corresponding Full Moon.  

These names are unique to the land of the Mi?kma?ki, 
comprising the eastern Canadian provinces of Nova Scotia, 
(much of) New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and 
Newfoundland. They correspond to the more familiar 
names popularized by the Old Farmer?s Almanac, which are 
based on the Algonquin tradition. One of the goals of the 
Project is to revitalize the use of the Mi?kmaw names in Mi?kma?ki.

We are grateful for the collaboration of respected Mi?kmaw language teacher Curtis Michael, 
who has taught us much about his language. We also shot the video in the ?man cave? at his 
home in Sipekne?katik First Nation (sib-beg-gun-ay-gah-dee).

Halley Davies looked after preparing the set, lighting, video (2 cameras), audio, and editing. She 
is a real pro! As she is an in-demand worker in the local cinema and TV industry, we had to wait 
until she had free time for the editing. She has also worked on previous video projects for RASC. 

The seasonal graphics are by Autumn McDonald, an emerging teenage artist from Acadia First 
Nation. 

Many thanks to the Special Projects Fund of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada for 
supporting this initiative. 

Here?s the playlist: 

http:// tinyurl.com/yxsnjtrb

- Dave 

Mi?kmaw Moons Project 

Look ing for  Pow Wow Volunt eers

The AFN Pow Wow Committee is sending out a call out for volunteers. If 
you would like to help contribute to this years Pow Wow being held in 
Gold River please contact Karen at the Gold River Health Centre.
email: grfrontdesk@acadiaband.ca
phone: 902 627-1245















New Adm inist rat ive Of f ice in Gold River

The new office in Gold River has been completed and now hosts new 
offices for the following staff:

Wendy LeJeune ? Inventory Clerk (p)902 627 6272
Cathy Gehue ? Social Development Officer (p)902 627 2924
Andrew Francis ? Councillor (p)902 627 2493
Fax: 902 627 2921

The new office is located at 35 Beech Hill Rd, Chester Basin, NS B0J 1K0 
(right next to the Gold Nugget and Gold Bean Café). So stop in and say 
?Hello? the next time you are in the area. 

Com m unit y Mem ber  Showcase

AFN would like to recognize Shannon Jermey for her amazing efforts in Gold River 
managing the Gold Nugget and Gold Bean Café. She has dedicated many hours to 
the businesses and was monumental in getting the Gold Bean Café off the ground. 
Her passion for these businesses is one of the reasons they have been recognized in 
the Best of Chester competition. Her efforts, along with help from friends, family 
and staff helped win The Gold Nugget best gas station and The Gold Bean won best 
place to have coffee and took runner up in the Best Restaurant category. AFN 
Thanks Shannon Jermey for her hard work and dedication. Great Job!!!







UPCOMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY EVENT DETAILS/ LOCATION DATES

AFN Mi'kmaw Summer 
Games

The annual Mi'kmaw Summer Games will be held this 
year from August 18th through 25th 
For more Information please contact

Khayla Laing
Phone: 902-307-4700
Email: klaing@acadiaband.ca

August 18th - 
25th

Yarmouth Jadon Robinson 
Memorial Golf 
Tournament

The 4th Annual Jadon Robinson Memorial Golf 
Tournament will be held at  the Yarmouth Links on 
Thursday, August 15th, 2019. Registration starts @ 8:30 
am and the tournament kicks off with a shotgun start @ 
10:00 am with a lobster supper being server at 5:30 pm

August 15th
8:30 am 
(shotgun start at 
10:00 am)

Monthly Mental 
Wellness 
Information and Talk 
Session 

CMM Mental wellness team will provide a one-hour 
presentation on a mental health topic. If there are topics 
in which you would like to hear more information about, 
please email kmacleod@cmmns.com with your 
suggestions.
There will be light snacks and beverages
We will be drawing the grand prize of a birch bark angel 
at this session

July 8th
6:30 pm til
7:30 pm

Student Awards Student Awards for the Yarmouth community will be held 
on Saturday, June 29th at the Rose Purdy Recreation and 
Community Centre starting at 11:00 am.

June 29th @
11:00 am

Family Trip A family trip is planned for band members and their 
spouses, who have children 18 years & younger. 

All children must be accompanied by a parent/ guardian

Transportation is NOT provided and there will be NO 
mileage compensation. 

Provided: One double room per family of 4, meals and 
Magic Mountain Pass will be provided. 

This is an alcohol and drug free event

July 19th - 
25th

Digital Mi'kmaw: 
Engineering Club

Have you children grades 4-8 partake in valuable 
learning with the Engineering club. Kids meeting each 
week with a dedicated staff to teach them engineering 
skills

July 11th, 6:00 
pm til 8:00 pm 
then continuing
Monday Nights

Gold River Family Trip A family trip is planned for band members and their 
spouses, who have children 18 years & younger. 

All children must be accompanied by a parent/ guardian

Transportation is NOT provided and there will be NO 
mileage compensation. 

Provided: One double room per family of 4, meals and 
Magic Mountain Pass will be provided. 

This is an alcohol and drug free event

Please register with Karen at 902-627-1245 by June 30th 
to ensure your family has a hotel room

July 19th - 
25th
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